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PROCEEDINGS

FIRST DAY
(Continued)

(Wednesday, January 15, 2025)
AFTER RECESS

The Senate met at 11:10 a.m. and was called to order by the President.
SENATE NOTIFIED

A committee from the House of Representatives appeared at the Bar of the
Senate and notified the President and Members of the Senate that the House was
organized and ready to transact business.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
HOUSE CHAMBER

Austin, Texas
Wednesday, January 15, 2025 - 1

The Honorable President of the Senate
Senate Chamber
Austin, Texas
Mr. President:
I am directed by the house to inform the senate that the house has taken the following
action:
THE HOUSE HAS PASSED THE FOLLOWING MEASURES:
SCR 7 Zaffirini Sponsor: Geren
Granting the legislature permission to adjourn for more than three days during the
period beginning on Wednesday, January 15, 2025, and ending on Wednesday,
January 22, 2025.

Respectfully,
/s/Stephen Brown,
Chief Clerk
House of Representatives

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The President acknowledged the presence of Emily Wallace, House Bill

Messenger.



SENATE RESOLUTION 1
(Caucus Report)

Senator Zaffirini offered the following resolution:
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. CAUCUS REPORT. At a caucus held in the offices of the senate

attended by 30 members of the senate, the caucus made the recommendations for the
operation of the senate contained in this resolution.

SECTIONi2.iiSENATE OFFICERS. (a)iiSenate officers for the 89th Legislature
are:

(1)iiSecretary of the Senate–Patsy Spaw;
(2)iiCalendar Clerk–Nicole Albers;
(3)iiDoorkeeper–Matthew Peabody;
(4)iiEnrolling Clerk–Patience Worrel;
(5)iiJournal Clerk–Lourdes Litchfield; and
(6)iiSergeant-at-arms–Austin Osborn.

(b)iiOfficers named in this section serve at the will of the senate.
SECTIONi3.iiPARLIAMENTARIAN AND ASSISTANT PARLIAMENTARIAN.

The parliamentarian, Karina Davis, and the assistant parliamentarian, Colby Beuck,
are named by the lieutenant governor and serve at the will of the lieutenant governor.
They are senate officers.

SECTIONi4.iiEMPLOYEES. (a)iiThe lieutenant governor may employ staff for
the office of the lieutenant governor at salaries set by the lieutenant governor.

(b)iiEach senator may employ staff for the senator ’s office at salaries set by the
senator.

(c)iiThe chair of each committee may employ staff of the chair ’s selection as
needed by the committee. A committee employee shall be compensated in amounts
similar to the compensation paid to persons in similar senate positions.

(d)iiThe secretary of the senate may employ other staff necessary for the
operation of the senate at salaries approved by the administration committee.

(e)iiThe lieutenant governor, the secretary of the senate, and each senator may
use the assistance of any assistant sergeant-at-arms or other available senate employee
for any and all services needed in and about the senate.

(f)iiIn this resolution, "senate employee" includes an employee of the lieutenant
governor, the secretary of the senate, a senator, a senate committee, and any other
person compensated from funds appropriated for the operation of the senate.

SECTIONi5.iiDUTIES OF ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE. (a)iiIn addition
to the duties of the administration committee expressly imposed by this resolution, the
committee shall take actions necessary to ensure that the administrative operations of
the senate comply with applicable law and are conducted effectively and efficiently.

(b)iiThe committee shall establish appropriate and necessary controls over
contracts, inventory, and property management.

(c)iiThe committee may delegate any of its responsibilities to the committee
chair or to the secretary of the senate to be performed under the general supervision of
the committee.
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(d)iiPolicies adopted by the administration committee must be consistent with
the provisions of this resolution. To the extent of a conflict between a policy and this
resolution, this resolution prevails.

(e)iiPolicies adopted by the administration committee are subject to the will of
the senate, and a majority of the senate may reject or modify any policy adopted by
the committee.

SECTIONi6.iiEMPLOYMENT AND PERSONNEL POLICIES. (a)iiThe
administration committee may adopt and enforce personnel and employment policies
governing senate employees.

(b)iiThe administration committee may not adopt a policy that limits the salary
of an employee of the lieutenant governor, a senator, or a senate committee, except
that the administration committee may require approval by that committee of any
senate committee employee salary that is proposed to exceed $5,000 a month.

SECTIONi7.iiMEMBER ’S EMPLOYEE LEAVE POLICY. (a)iiAn employee of
a senator accrues vacation leave, compensatory leave, or sick leave in accordance
with policies adopted by the senator consistent with the requirements of this section.

(b)iiAn employee may accrue vacation leave, compensatory leave, or sick leave
only if the employee files a monthly time record with the senate human resources
office. Time records are due not later than the 10th day of the following month.

(c)iiCompensatory time must be used not later than the last day of the 24th
month following the month in which the time was accrued.

(d)iiAn employee is not entitled to compensation for accrued but unused
compensatory time.

SECTIONi8.iiOUTSIDE EMPLOYMENT. An employee of the senate may not
be employed by and receive compensation from any other person during the term of
senate employment without the permission of the employee ’s senate employer.

SECTIONi9.iiWORK HOURS. An employee shall report to work at the time,
and work for the number of hours, set by the employee ’s senate employer.

SECTIONi10.iiLIMIT ON MONTHLY STAFF SALARY AND TRAVEL
EXPENSES. (a)iiThe total amount of staff salaries and intrastate staff travel expenses
for each senator may not exceed $73,150 per month.

(b)iiThis monthly amount accrues on the first day of the month and may not be
expended prior to the month in which it accrues, but any unexpended portion for a
month may be carried forward from one month to the next and expended until the end
of the fiscal year.

(c)iiAn unexpended amount remaining at the end of the fiscal year, not to exceed
$20,000, may be carried forward to the next fiscal year. The total balance of
unexpended funds accumulated may not exceed $20,000 at the end of any fiscal
biennium.

SECTIONi11.iiSENATORS ’EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENTAND PER DIEM.
(a)iiThe secretary of the senate shall provide for the reimbursement of the expenses of
each senator and the payment of each senator ’s per diem in accordance with law, this
resolution, and the rules of the Texas Ethics Commission.

(b)iiThe per diem rate to be paid to each senator for the 89th Legislature is $221.
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SECTIONi12.iiOTHER SENATE EXPENSES. (a)iiThe lieutenant governor, the
secretary of the senate, and each senator may incur expenses for carrying out official
duties, including expenses for items such as subscriptions, stationery, postage, and
telecommunications.

(b)iiExpenses under this section shall be paid from the contingent expense fund
of the senate.

SECTIONi13.iiPAYMENT OF SALARIES AND EXPENSES. (a)iiSalaries and
expenses authorized by this resolution shall be paid from the contingent expense fund
as provided by this section.

(b)iiVouchers for payment of any expense, including salaries and travel
expenses, must be signed by the chair of the administration committee and the
secretary of the senate.

(c)iiThe administration committee shall adopt policies regarding the presentation
of timely, properly completed, and signed vouchers.

SECTIONi14.iiDESIGNATION FOR ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS AND
FUNCTIONS. (a)iiThe administration committee shall designate a senator or any
employee to attend an official meeting of a national governmental organization during
a session of the 89th Legislature. The person designated is entitled to reimbursement
for actual and necessary expenses.

(b)iiThe lieutenant governor may designate a senator to represent the senate at
ceremonies and ceremonial functions. The necessary expenses of the senator and
necessary staff for this purpose shall be paid pursuant to a budget adopted by the
administration committee.

SECTIONi15.iiELECTRONIC RECORDING BY MEMBER PROHIBITED.
No member of the senate may electronically record a private conversation held within
the brass rail on the senate floor during a legislative session without the knowledge
and consent of all participants in the conversation.

SECTIONi16.iiJOURNAL. The secretary of the senate shall provide for the
printing of not more than 250 copies of the daily journal. Of that number:

(1)ii140 shall be furnished to the house of representatives;
(2)iifour shall be furnished to the Texas State Library and Archives

Commission;
(3)iifour shall be furnished to the Legislative Reference Library; and
(4)iithe remainder shall be apportioned among the senators and the

lieutenant governor.
SRi1 was read and was adopted by the following vote:iiYeasi31, Naysi0.

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED
TO OFFICERS OF THE SENATE

The President directed the officers of the Senate to proceed to the Bar of the
Senate.

The President administered the Constitutional Oath of Office to the officers as
follows:
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I, ______________________, do solemnly swear, that I will faithfully
execute the duties of the office of ____________________ of the Senate of
the State of Texas, and will to the best of my ability preserve, protect, and
defend the Constitution and laws of the United States and of this state, so
help me God.

SENATE RESOLUTION 2
Senator Hughes offered the following resolution:
BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the State of Texas, That the Rules of the

Senate of the 88th Legislature, as amended, are adopted as the Permanent Rules of the
Senate of the 89th Legislature with the following modifications:

Rule 11.02 is amended to read as follows:
LIST OF STANDING COMMITTEES AND SUBCOMMITTEES

Rule 11.02.ii[(a)]iAt the beginning of each regular session, the President shall
appoint the following standing committees with the number of members indicated:

STANDING COMMITTEES
(1)iiCommittee on Administration (7 members)
(2)iiCommittee on Border Security (5 members)
(3)iiCommittee on Business and Commerce (11 members)
(4)iiCommittee on Criminal Justice (7 members)
(5)iiCommittee on Economic Development (5 members)
(6)iiCommittee on Education K-16 (11 members)i[(13 members)]
(7)i[(6)]iCommittee on Finance (15 members)i[(17 members)]
(8)i[(7)]iCommittee on Health and Human Services (9 members)
(9)i[(8)] iCommittee on Jurisprudence (5 members)
(10)i[(9)]iCommittee on Local Government (7 members)i[(9 members)]
(11)i[(10)]iCommittee on Natural Resources [and Economic Development]

(9 members)
(12)i[(11)]iCommittee on Nominations (9 members)
(13)i[(12)]iCommittee on State Affairs (11 members)
(14)i[(13)]iCommittee on Transportation (9 members)
(15)i[(14)]iCommittee on Veteran Affairs (7 members)
(16)i[(15)]iCommittee on Water, Agriculture, and Rural Affairs (9

members).
[(b)iiFrom the members of the Committee on Education, the President shall

appoint a Subcommittee on Higher Education consisting of 5 members.]
SR 2 was read and was adopted by the following vote:iiYeasi31, Naysi0.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The President acknowledged Nicole Albers on being sworn in as Senate

Calendar Clerk.
MOTION IN WRITING

Senator Zaffirini offered the following Motion In Writing:
Mr. President:
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I move that the President be authorized to appoint a committee of five Members
to notify the House of Representatives that the Senate is organized and ready to
transact business.

ZAFFIRINI
The Motion In Writing was read and was adopted without objection.
Accordingly, the President appointed the following Committee to Notify the

House of Representatives:iiSenators Creighton, Chair; Alvarado, Huffman, Hughes,
and Parker.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS EXTENDED
The President, on behalf of the Senate, extended birthday greetings to Victoria

Hinojosa, wife of Senator A. Hinojosa.
PHYSICIAN OF THE DAY

Senator Eckhardt was recognized and presented Dr. Yu-Mei Liu of Austin as the
Physician of the Day.

The Senate welcomed Dr. Liu and thanked her for her participation in the
Physician of the Day program sponsored by the Texas Academy of Family
Physicians.

RECESS
On motion of Senator Zaffirini, the Senate at 11:27 a.m. recessed until 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, January 22, 2025.

AAAPPENDIXAA

RESOLUTIONS ENROLLED
January 15, 2025
SRi1, SRi2
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